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When the threats of nuclear wor and eco-
catastrophe put human existence in question, there
is no time for troditional dogmas. Rudolf Bahro
writes as o socialist who finds his humanist values
embodied today in the ecology and peace
movements. These have the potential to grow
together into an overall ‘movement for conversion
in the metropolises’ in which all forces of
emancipation will find a place. In today's extreme
situation, Bahro looks 1o a mobilisation of human
energies of the kind generally ossociated with
religion more than politics. Socialism and
Survival will raise many socialist hockles, but it
offers help and encouragement to the growing
number who share Bahro's own priorities.

The Alternative in Fastern Europe brought Rudolf
Bahro imprisonment and expulsion from his East
German homeland, but olso on international
reputation: in E.P. Thompson's words, ‘'one of the
few necessary, orginal, and truly significant
contributions to the political thought of Europe in
the post-War years’. Now prominent in the Wes!
Germaon peoace movement, no one could be better
qualified to bring together the two great themes of
contemporary politics: Socialism and Survival
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This volume contains a selection of the texts first collected in book
form in Elemente einer neuen Politik, together with the previously
unpublished ‘Conditions for a Socialist Perspective in the Late
Twentieth Century’, ‘Reply to Three Questions from the West
German Radio” and ‘“Who Can Stop the Apocalypse?’
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